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June Park woke up every morning to go for a run. On a Monday over summer break, she 
woke up not only to her alarm but to darkness out the small window that's high up her 
bedroom's wall. She got dressed as usual and, out of curiosity, skipped breakfast and 
immediately went to the hallway right outside the front door to see a broken world 
consisting of wrecked cars, unknown gases in the sky, and dark clouds, amongst many other 
things. June immediately pulled her phone out to text her running buddy/ best friend Soobin 
Lee for help. Not knowing what to do, she texted her dad, who was on a business trip in 
Japan. She sent him a picture of the outside and called for help. With a career ahead of her 
in Journalism, June had the news app on her phone. She opened the news app and saw that 
a secret lab had accidentally released a virus-causing chemical substance into the 
atmosphere days ago. The disease took days to mutate inside bodies and then form into so-
called "zombies." 
 
June kept checking her phone until the data signal died, and she knew this meant no new 
messages would come to her phone unless it were a Government Emergency Message. 
Then, she suddenly heard a bang on the door and went to check on it. It was Soobin, wearing 
a suit similar to a hazmat suit and very unharmed. June always had masks in the front shoe 
rack near the door; she grabbed one and opened the door to let Soobin in. Soobin came in, 
pulled off his suit immediately, and threw it in the bathroom. "Oh My God! Thank god you're 
okay, and here to stop me-" Soobin cut her off by putting his hand over her mouth and 
putting with his other hand's index finger against his lips signaling her to be quiet. "-from 
panicking," she finished in a whisper. "It's awful outside; we shouldn't go out." Soobin 
whispered, "And if you're wondering about supplies, I haven't figured that out yet." 
 



Hours later, during lunch, both teens got a ping on their phones, signaling they had a 
notification. "WARNING - WARNING - WARNING - THERE HAS BEEN ANOTHER ZOMBIE 
BREACH IN SUAN, SOUTH EROKA. WHILE THIS IS UNDER INVESTIGATION, IT HAS BEEN 
DEEMED TOO HARMFUL AND CONTAGIOUS TO ANY HUMAN. AS A RESULT, THE NATIONAL 
GUARD HAS BEEN SENT TO BOMB BOTH CITIES HARMED BY THIS CONTAGION. THERE HAS 
BEEN NO SEARCH FOR SURVIVORS, SO THIS MESSAGE IS BEING SENT TO ALL PHONES IN 
HOPES OF PROPER COMMUNICATION AND A CALLING TO ALL SURVIVORS TO COME TO THE 
BRIDGE AT WEST MAYCHI STREET. WARNING - WARNING - WARNING." June is about to get up 
when Soobin says, "Stay." June blinks twice and looks at him with questioning eyes. Soobin 
shrugs and says, "It's suicide if we go out there without weapons, plus the bridge is across 
the city. It would take a whole day to get there." June looks outside, sighs, and leaves the 
kitchen. She returns with a couple of flashlights and two guns and says "Here" to Soobin 
while handing him a gun. 
 
After a restless night of sleep, the teens wake up to the sound of June's daily early morning 
alarm. While Soobin got ready, June heard voices talking in the next apartment and knocked 
twice-once-twice on the connecting wall and waited for a response. "Junebug?" came a 
woman's voice through the wall. She knew who it was immediately because only her other 
best friend called her that due to her interest in bugs. It can't be; I thought she was at her 
grandmother's house while her father recovered from a severe injury at the hospital. Unless 
the old lady next door was her grandmother. "J-Jiu?" She called to the other side. "What's 
going on Junebug? I got up yesterday morning and found myself locked in my room with 
food and water. Granny says I shouldn't go out, and I haven't heard from her since yesterday 
afternoon." Jiu responded in concern but happiness that June found her on the other side of 
the wall. June didn't respond. Soobin asked, "That sounds like Jiu. What is she doing there?" 
 
June took Soobin to the other room and gave him her dad's clothes to wear because Soobin 
didn't have an extra pair. She left the room in time to hear Jiu call over and say, "June, 
please don't tell me I lost you too." June called back over and said, "Use your walkie-talkie, 
dumbhead; our parents didn't give it to us to not use it." Both girls took five minutes to grab 
their talkies and turn them on to the particular frequency their parents created for them. As 
June changed the frequency, she heard a sound like "Ju-" on her parents' frequency. June 
then told Jiu to hang a second and responded to her father with a code, "Dot-dash-dash-
dash dot-dash-dash-dot." While waiting for a response, June explained how Soobin got 
there, and both she and Soobin told Jiu what was going on.  
 
After Jiu told them the password to her grandmother's apartment door, June heard her 
father again saying, "June honey. I'm fine. I'm sorry for leaving you; I can't respond much as 
signal towers are collapsing. So I'm going to tell you this now, Get. To. The. Bridge. I'll be 
waiting." June sighed before remembering that her friend's grandmother wasn't responding 
and asked, "I'm sorry I have to do this but, can I kill your grandmother?" 
 



After June and Soobin geared up with light backpacks filled with water, food, an extra pair 
of clothes, safety equipment, phones, and radios, they put on double masks. They held tight 
to their guns and flashlights before leaving June's apartment and entering Jiu's apartment. 
As suspected, the grandmother had turned into a zombie in the front bedroom but broke out 
the door. June and Soobin both pulled their gun triggers at her four times before she died. 
Soobin had a panicked look on his face as he took June's arm and dragged her to Jiu's 
bedroom. The door was locked from the outside, so they opened it and stopped Jiu from 
running out. While Jiu tried to push Soobin with tears on her face, June quickly pulled out 
two masks and put them on Jiu's tear-filled face. "They mutated fast," Soobin whispered to 
June as he let Jiu go. 
"Yesterday, they took one shot and died. Now it took eight, which is not good." Soobin 
explained as June helped Jiu get ready. "It's already past 4 pm; maybe we should stay in for 
one more night." Soobin continued. The girls didn't argue as the three of them headed out of 
Jiu's apartment and into June's. After spending the night consoling Jiu, they woke up to 
June's alarm again. "Where’d you get the guns?” Soobin and Jiu asked simultaneously. June 
finished chewing her cereal before sighing and saying, “My dad’s a flipping billionaire, 
dumbheads! Don’t you think people would swarm him if he were in plain sight on the street?” 
Both Soobin and Jiu looked down in embarrassment. “My turn, Soobin. Please tell me and Jiu 
the condition outside so we understand why you’re not letting us go to the bridge.” Soobin 
hesitates before saying, “I don’t know about now because of yesterday, but everyone looks 
the same as Jiu’s grandma. Her grandma was a mutated version, and I feel all the zombies 
are now like that. It would take more than the Army’s ammunition to kill them all. We can 
try, though.” 
 
They geared up again and went to their building’s rooftop, the second tallest building in the 
city, to scale the distance to the bridge. Shock and surprise! That’s the only thing on the 
teens’ minds when they reach the top of the building. “How the heck is this possible! Half the 
city is burning but not falling to ashes, but the other half is like, brand new!” Jiu exclaimed. 
Thinking hard, June finally says, “Chemicals. From something used to create this zombie 
virus, I mean, everyone should know by now that this virus isn’t something nature created. 
It’s manmade, remember?” Soobin quickly understands and says, “Ah, we’re going to have to 
parkour, ladies.” 
 
Since they noticed that zombies could not climb, they decided upper grounds were a safer 
choice. The three of them were very good at parkouring because they did that every day to 
get to class in time. They jumped at the same time to a building across the street which was 
almost ten floors shorter than the one they jumped from, took out their safety harness, and 
kept running and jumping across buildings as they had noticed the zombies could not climb, 
so upper grounds were a safer choice.  
 
Soon they heard a gunshot. Soobin pulled out his gun immediately as the girls jumped to the 
ground in defense; it was a girl. Who in the world is this little girl? How did she get a gun? 



She’s uninfected too. Soobin thought inside his head. He then crouched down to June and 
whispered, “Get up, I need help.” June got up and saw a young girl holding a gun out in front 
of her. June quickly put her hands up in surrender position and slowly walked towards her. 
The girl didn’t move, so June crouched to her height, tilted her head to the left, and asked 
softly, “Hey, what’s your name and age?” She dropped the gun and said, “I don’t know; they 
always called me 254X. I am 12 years old.” June scrunched her face as she sat down and 
pulled 254X onto her lap before saying, “That’s a terrible name, hmmm, do you like the name 
Bella?” 254X nodded and smiled happily before saying, “I like that. But what’s your name?” 
“June,” came a voice from behind June herself. They both turned and saw Soobin, and Bella 
quickly grabbed her gun, “ShhShh, calm down, Bella. This is my friend Soobin, and the girl 
still on the ground-” hearing this, Jiu got up instantly and said hi in embarrassment “-is Jiu. 
They are both on our side.” With that, Bella put her gun down and put her head on June’s 
shoulder before saying, “Mr. Soobin is scary.” 
 
Since it had only been 11 am when they ran into Bella, they sat down and quickly ate their 
snacks, and pulled their masks back on. After gearing up Bella, they parkoured again and 
made it to the bridge at 9 pm that same night. With two days left for the military to arrive, 
they decided to camp on the last roof to the bridge as they had noticed again that the new 
mutated zombies couldn’t climb up or down. June felt someone shaking her, so she woke to 
a panicked Bella. Bella pointed to the other side of the roof where Soobin slept, and Soobin 
was shaking like crazy. As June walked to the other side with a gun in hand, she could see 
Soobin turn into a corpse-like color. Tears pricked her eyes as June put the gun silencer 
and ammunition into her weapon, realizing that this would be the end of their friendship. A 
soft “Baam” was heard from the gun as she fired at the shaking body and made it stop 
shaking while putting him to rest. 
June stayed up as a security guard until Jiu woke up. “Bella, where were you when this 
thing started?” “I don’t know what or where this place is, but I was told my entire life that I 
was going to be a savior. I never understood why. They did all these ‘tests’ on me, putting 
things in me. And all the other people around me were always at least ten years older. I 
recently learned that the place I was in was a hospital lab. But I never saw one when I was 
looking around the city.” Bella answered honestly. June responded with a chuckle of 
frustration. Then she went to Soobin’s dead body, put on gloves, and threw him over the 
ledge along the rocks. She also threw down the gloves. Bella and June sat quietly, thinking 
to themselves. Jiu woke up at what seemed to be 8 am and asked June, “Where’s Soobinie?” 
June was lost in her world, so she didn’t hear the question, but Bella did, so she answered, 
“Dead.” 
 
What in the world? Bella is supposed to be a savior. She’s been through tests her entire life. 
She was told it was a hospital laboratory; there’s no hospital here. The closest one is 50 
minutes away and through woods of weird stuff. Hold on. June quickly paused her thoughts 
as she widened her eyes and turned her head to Bella. You’re kidding. She is not the 
antidote. June pulled out her journal from her bag and wrote those thoughts in it. She 



realized that she had drifted into her world the entire day, and it was time for the 
dinnertime snack; they quickly ate and slept as tomorrow was the day the military was to 
show up. Before they slept, June pulled Jiu and Bella together and told them her discovery 
and predictions. The three couldn’t sleep after that. So they all stayed up until morning. 
 
The day had come. Yet, there had been no sighting of the army officials or June’s father as 
promised. With no other choice, they ran to the end of the bridge and watched their city fall 
into ashes. Soobin Lee, loved ones, fathers, mothers, daughters, sons, grandparents, 
couples, and singles have fallen without proper goodbyes in those ashes. National airplanes 
were flying above, and a long line of tanks was driving right past them, creating smoke and 
lifting the ashes. At the end of that line, a black car stopped in front of the girls and asked 
who they were. June replied, “We are The Survivors.”  
 
Soldiers stepped out from the truck behind the black car and grabbed them by the hands 
and forced them in, and locked them inside the vehicle. 
 
“CONGRATULATIONS! YOU PASSED THE TEST!” was sprawled in front of the teens in the 
middle of the darkness of the van. Then they opened their eyes as something was pulled off 
from over their heads which they didn’t remember closing to see a standing ovation of an 
enormous crowd streaming through video call. Confused, they looked around and saw a 
woman coming towards them, who they recognized as Dr. Y Kim. She approached them and 
spoke into the mic she carried to say, “Give it up for 16-year-olds June Park and Jiu Mint for 
surviving and winning the First Virtual Reality Games!” The crowd cheered louder as The 
Survivors were handed their trophies. 
 

Aftermath 
 
June and Jiu saw Soobin at the First Virtual Reality Games After Party. They both hugged 
him and said, “I thought you were gone!” After that, they spent the rest of the time talking 
and catching up with their families and other friends as the party went on. At the end of it, 
Dr. Y Kim came to them and took them to a room with milk and cookies. “You are probably 
wondering about what is going on.” June and Jiu nodded yes. "I’ll give you guys the short 
version of a long story. When you guys entered this building, we temporarily erased your 
memories of the week before. Which, by the way, you should get back by the end of this 
week. Then you were put in the cubes and headsets you woke up in. After that, all the, um, 
zombie apocalypse stuff happened, and you woke up this morning. That’s the story.” June 
listened and had one question in her mind; she exclaimed just as the Doctor finished, “Where 
is Bella?” but then quickly added, “Who is she? Is she even real?” The doctor looked down 
and said, “Bella was a glitch; she was never part of the storyline. We were hacked, and 
whoever hacked it and said that stuff, unfortunately, is not lying.” 
 



 


